February 22, 2020
Dear People of the Episcopal Diocese of Ft. Worth,
On behalf of your family who is The Episcopal Church, I want you to know that while we
cannot know your pain and hardship, we stand with you in sorrow and disappointment that
the Texas Supreme Court decision will stand. This is hard because you have been so
constant and faithful in your witness to our Lord Jesus Christ and his way of love. This is
not easy but, as Bishop Scott Mayer said to you, we are “followers of Jesus Christ, [and] we
live in hope.” The God of love who has walked with you this far will not abandon you now.
As the Bible says over and over again, “the righteous shall live by faith."
A few years ago, while recuperating from surgery, I started praying a prayer from The Book of
Common Prayer (p. 461). I have continued to pray that prayer ever since. While it is a prayer
for times of sickness, I’ve found it of help in times of hardship and struggle. I pray that it
will support you as it has been a support to me and many others.
This is another day, O Lord.
I know not what it will bring forth,
but make me ready, Lord,
for whatever it may be.
If I am to stand up,
help me to stand bravely.
If I am to sit still,
help me to sit quietly.
If I am to lie low,
help me to do it patiently.
And if I am to do nothing,
let me do it gallantly.
Make these words more than words,
and give me the Spirit of Jesus.
It is that Spirit of Jesus that can see us through. Professor Charles Marsh of the University of
Virginia once wrote, “Jesus founded the most revolutionary movement in human history; a
movement built on the unconditional love of God for the world and the mandate to live that
love.” That 1st Century Jesus Movement was a movement of people for whom the
teachings, example and Spirit of Jesus became the center of their lives and for whom his way
of love became their way of life. And just as not even the titanic powers of death could stop
him, neither could anything stop his movement of love. In spite of obstacles, hardship, and
difficulty, and against all odds, their lives were changed and they changed the ancient world
for the good.

We are today the Episcopal branch of that 1st century Jesus Movement. You, dear people of
God, are those baptized and committed to this Jesus and his way of love today. This is
nothing less than following Jesus in the work of God’s mission for the sake of the world.
And what was true for them in the 1st century is true for us in the 21st. As an old hymn says,
“It is no secret what God can do, what he did for them he’ll do for you.”
God love you, God bless you, and may God hold you and the entire human family and all of
creation in those almighty hands of love.
Your brother in Christ,

The Most Rev. Michael B. Curry
Presiding Bishop and Primate
The Episcopal Church

