6/15/2020

Notice: Bishop has been placed on Suspension

To the Clergy and People of the Episcopal Dioceses of Eastern and
Western Michigan,
I will not have the ability to personally speak to you individually or as a group, but I appreciate the
opportunity for you all to hear from me. I have not honored my ordination vows or my wedding vows,
nor have I honored the faith and trust you set in me. I have much personal work to do to be healthier
and rebuild my relationships.
I apologize to the people of these dioceses for betraying my sacred oath to be a wholesome example
for the entire flock of the Church.
I apologize to the staff of the dioceses for abandoning you to pick up the pieces of my error.
I apologize to the clergy for my gross lapse of moral judgement, thereby damaging our sacred
relationship under orders and weakening our moral authority.
I apologize to the Presiding Bishop and the members of the House of Bishops for not living up to the
standards of behavior and conduct expected for Bishops and for damaging our credibility and
respectability as moral leaders in society at large.
I apologize to the other party and her family for disrespecting their relationship.
And most of all, I apologize to Dana, our daughters, and our extended families for my betrayal of their
gracious abiding love.
I do not yet fully understand why I behaved in this manner, but I alone am responsible for my actions
and the discipline that the Presiding Bishop and I have agreed to. Over the next year, I will carefully
and fully examine what I need to do to be the person you and I expect me to be. During this time, I will
be repentant, take the steps I need to amend my life, and request forgiveness from those I have
wronged. I am thankful for the grace of the Holy Spirit and the promise of forgiveness for those who
are truly repentant. I will do the work.
Thank you, Presiding Bishop for your pastoral care and for your hard discipline, I need them both.
Thank you, Standing Committees for your leadership in this difficult time and for your graciousness to
me in this difficult moment.
Thank you for your continued prayers and ongoing support and concern for Dana and our family.
Humbly,
Whayne M. Hougland, Jr.

https://mailchi.mp/86e473e8dd5a/statement-on-bishop-suspension
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